THE    ICE    IS    BROKEN

nurse on other accounts!   After all that I have seen on my
journey through Russia, and heard in my contacts with the
manifold types of its population, particularly the young. I
am fully convinced that the country is wholly occupied with
itself at present and will be so for a long time to come.   It
concentrates upon the development of Its own resources;
its youngsters do not dream of battles against men, but of
battles against nature, not of conquest and subjugation of
other people's but of their own uncultivated territories; the
idea of carrying the torch of world revolution beyond their
frontiers, the Islamic belief In preaching the faith (of Com-
munism) to us by fire and sword has subsided to a keen
desire to put their own home in order: Why should we not
learn and profit in this instance of their work in the Arctic?
There I have seen them doing something useful and good,
This twentieth-century pioneering in the Polar regions Is
a wonderful thing.    An ice wall of thousands of years
standing is pulled down, a road Is blasted through it, melted
away by the fire of human Intelligence.    This work Is
symbolic for man's mission on this earth, and the ice-breaker-
Captain's cry from his bridge is battle cry and victory song;

'THE ICE is BROKEN!'
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